Summary of HeartShare’s Grant for Newsletter

HeartShare Human Services of NY is grateful to the Mary Frawley Memorial Grant Program for supporting our Artists in Residence Program based at four of our day habilitation program sites.  Altogether, seven day habilitation programs availed themselves of the program, some traveling every other week to another site to participate.

Through the program, five volunteer artists worked with our day program participants who were interested in expressing themselves through art on a regular basis. Three volunteer artists worked with groups of individuals to assist them in experiencing various artistic mediums (acrylic, watercolors, pencil, charcoal, ink, markers, mixed media, masks, clay, etc.). One volunteer photographer worked with an existing photography group at a day program in Brooklyn to hone their photo taking skills. And one staff member who makes jewelry volunteered her time to teach this activity to program participants.  All were encouraged to express their unique artistic viewpoint of the world around them, as well as to explore their feelings, fantasies, and vision through the creative process. 
The end result was that 38 artists, 5 photographers and 5 jewelry makers exhibited their work in HeartShare’s second annual art exhibition—ArtShare for HeartShare—held from November 3-13th, 2010 at the New Century Artists Gallery in the Chelsea gallery district of Manhattan.  The Opening Reception was attended by over 200 guests, and the exhibit was featured in both Art Times and Gallery and Studio publications.  By the end of the two-week exhibit, 53 of 72 exhibited artworks were sold, along with numerous photos, jewelry pieces (necklaces, earrings and bracelets made of semi-precious stones), and assorted “rack” art that was not framed.  The event was hugely successful, drawing gallery goers from all over the city as well as tourists from around the world, along with the artists themselves, their friends and peers, family members and agency staff.
Proceeds from the gallery exhibit are being used to fund the materials and supplies for the current year, and our Artists in Residence Program remains stronger than ever!  Best of all is the newfound confidence, pride and enjoyment that so many individuals are experiencing on their journey as artists. 
